
PORT PERRY AND PRINCE ALBERT 

UNITED CHURCHES 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

“Healing on the Way” 
 

GATHERING WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
 

Music: “Come to the Water” Marsha Stevens-Pino 

  ~ Wally Bone & Barbara Taylor Bone 
 

Welcome 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship: 

One: Winter is nearly over and gone; the signs of spring are among 

us! 

All: Throughout the cold and gray of winter, the presence of 

God still surrounded us and sustained us. Now in the warmth 

and light of spring, we sense the power of renewal. 

One: In a world filled with questions and challenges, … 

All: … may we gain new insight into God’s word. 

One: And in a world filled with confusion and anxiety, … 

All: … may we discover anew God’s plan for our lives. 

One: Together let us continue along our Lenten pathway. 
 

Hymn: “In the Garden” 

~ Port Perry United Church senior choir, 2012 
 

  1. I come to the garden alone, 

while the dew is still on the roses; 

and the voice I hear, falling on my ear; 

the Son of God discloses. 

refrain: 

And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 

and he tells me I am his own, 

and the joy we share as we tarry there, 

none other has ever known. 
 

  2. He speaks, and the sound of his voice 

is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

and the melody that he gave to me, 

within my heart is ringing.  R 
 

  3. I’d stay in the garden with him 

tho’ the night around me be falling, 

but he bids me go; thro’ the voice of woe, 

his voice to me is calling.  R 
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Prayer of Approach: 

All: Holy God, as you meet us in our particular gardens this 

day, you invite us to go on a journey. All along the way, you 

walk with us and you talk with us, calling us to continue 

forward, trusting in your providence. All along the way, you 

inspire us to help one another to walk the mile and to bear the 

load. In all things, on all journeys, even to the cross, give us the 

grace to follow the one who is our saviour and our friend. 

Amen. 
 

Call to Confession: 

One: This Sunday is the one-year anniversary of on-line services 

beginning for our congregations. To mark this anniversary, Bill 

Swan, along with his daughter Joanna, has prepared a special piece 

of music for our reflection. It is an opportunity to reflect on the 

challenges of this past year, to give thanks for the blessings, to 

think about what you have learned about yourself, to acknowledge 

and say sorry for things that you might have handled differently, to 

ask God to heal the hurts, and to pray for all those affected by the 

pandemic 
 

Music: “Behold Him” 

Francesca Battistelli, Jeff Pardo & Molly E. Reed 

  ~ Bill Swan, with Joanna Swan & accompanist Juliet Forrester 
 

Sometimes we can’t quite see 

just what our life might be. 

We all know that something is missing. 

We’ve had more than a whole year 

without any cheer. 

It just can’t be the same for another year. 

Some years it’s wonder and lights in the sky. 

Some years it’s okay to cry. 
 



In your silent night, 

when you’re not alright, 

lift your eyes and behold him! 

Feel the thrill of hope. 

You are not alone. 

In this moment behold him! 
 

We can still feel our fear 

with no one else to be near. 

Our friends and family are not around us; 

we are trying to stay strong. 

But we wonder just how long, 

so alone and lonely, we can stand it. 
 

In every prayer that you lift to the sky, 

in every tear that you cry, 

in your silent night, 

when you’re not alright, 

lift your eyes and behold him! 

Feel the thrill of hope. 

You are not alone. 

In this moment behold him! 
 

Born to seek and born to save, 

born to take our pain away, 

God with us, Emmanuel. 

In his arms, all will be well. 
 

In your silent night, 

when you’re not alright, 

lift your eyes and behold him! 

Feel the thrill of hope. 

You are not alone. 

In this moment behold him! 
 

Assurance of God’s Healing Love: 

One: In coming before God with open and honest hearts… 

All: …we feel the thrill of hope. 

One: We are not alone! 

All: We behold God’s loving and healing ways. 

One: God takes our pain and transforms it into new life. 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

Gospel Reading: John 5:2-9a 
 

Meditation: “The Healing Pool” Sharon Moon 
 

Music: “Jesus, Name Above All Names” Naida Hearn 

/“My Jesus, I Love Thee” Adoniram J. Gordon 

  ~ Janice White, piano 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Minute for Mission ~ read by Rosemary Swan 
 

Prayers of the People: 
 

God of healing and hope: we come to you amidst these forty days 

of Lent, asking that you speak to us words of truth. We ask that 

you speak those words, even when that truth might hurt. Show us 

the facts of life that keep us from your abundant life. Open us up to 

your ways. Heal us, even when it hurts. Come to us, be with us, 

stay with us, until we know through and through that we are saved 

by your grace, your healing grace. Come to this world and be with 

it, until it knows through and through that it is saved by your grace, 

your healing grace. 
 

We pray for the world....   
 

We pray for a just and lasting end to the violence and injustice that 

plague this world. 
 

Guide all world leaders. Instruct them in your ways. Show them a 

clear path to justice. 
 

Help us to demonstrate your great love to the world, O God. Move 

us to live lives of love, allowing people to feel your healing in us 

and through us. 
 

We pray for our community ... 
 

We pray for all who are facing major decisions in their 

lives--decisions of occupation, of relationships, and of priorities. 

Guide them by your Spirit. And may they know that you are with 

them, whatever choices they make. 
 

We pray for all who are ill, for those at home, in hospital, and in 

other care institutions. May those who are suffering know your 



healing presence. May all be strengthened in mind, body, and 

spirit. Be with all who care for the sick. Equip them with your 

compassion and endurance. 
 

We pray for all who are grieving. Comfort the sorrowing with your 

hope and love. Help us to support all who mourn. 
 

We pray for all who are bent down by life and the situations that 

they face. May the risen Christ release crippled lives from 

bondage, so that they do not despair, but proclaim your goodness. 
 

We pray for our congregations and all of their households. Help us 

to live out our faith, to bring honour to you, and to bring life, 

energy, and hope to all. 
 

O God, you know our every need, you know our questions, our 

fears, our doubts. Come to us now in this moment of silence, and 

listen to the prayers of our hearts. (Silence) O God, may we remain 

faithful to your calling, as your son Jesus was faithful. All of these 

our prayers we gather together in the words that our Lord teaches 

us, as we pray, singing, with one another: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  ~ Wally Bone, Jim Burnett, Tinie Evans, Maggie Williams 
 

GOING INTO THE WORLD 
 

Hymn: “He Touched Me” Bill Gaither 

  ~ Jerry Blackburn 
 

  1. Shackled by a heavy burden, 

’neath a load of guilt and shame; 

then the hand of Jesus touched me, 

and now I am no longer the same. 

refrain: 

He touched me, O, he touched me, 

and O, the joy that floods my soul. 

Something happened, and now I know, 

he touched me and made me whole. 
 

  2. Since I met this blessed Saviour, 

Since he cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to praise him, 

I’ll shout it while eternity rolls.  R 
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Commissioning 

Let us go about our day, knowing that the God of healing and hope 

goes with us. Let us go about our day, knowing that Jesus, friend 

and saviour, holds our hand and leads the way. 
 

Benediction 
 

Sung Response: “May the Road Rise to Meet You” 

 Austin C. Lovelace 

  ~ Eleanor Bailey, Ralph Bailey, Karen Faux, 

     Neil Olorenshaw, Barbara Taylor Bone 
 

Postlude: “Lenten Prayer” Juliet Calvin 

  ~ Joan Bretney, organ 
 


