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Ministers’ Message
The 260 commissioners of the 44th General Council 

of The United Church of Canada met this past 

summer. The General Council is the national 

decision-making body for our denomination, and 

meets every three years. This got us thinking about 

other special times when we have had the 

opportunity to gather as the wider church. 
 

One of those occasions was Rendezvous 2017, when 

a few adults and a group of youth from our Pastoral 

Charge travelled to Montreal for a gathering of youth 

and young adults of the church. We recently came 

across the t-shirt from that gathering which boldly 

declares in English: Be the church! While in French 

it says: Soyons l’Eglise. The direct English 

translation of this phrase is “Let’s be the church!” 

Both are great messages, but subtly different. “Be the 

church!” is a bit reminiscent of the apostle Paul, who 

found himself admonishing members of the early 

church to get along, to work together, and to do 

justice as they followed Jesus. “Let’s be the church!” 

suggests an open invitation to an established group 

to explore and risk and celebrate being the church. 
 

Sometimes we do indeed need to be reminded, “Be 

the church!” and to work on understanding what 

being the church has meant in ages past and what it 

means today. At other times, it is good to be 

gathering out of love and concern for one another and 

then being able to move into the space where we 

declare: here we are together, so let’s be the church! 

“Be the church!” are words of judgement, while 

“Let’s be the church!” are words of grace. Both 

judgement and grace are part of the Christian 

experience of God and living out our faith. The life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ has taught and 

shown us, however, that God most decidedly lands 

on the side of grace. It is almost as if we can hear 

God saying, “Come on people! We can do this!” 
 

As we move into the fall in what we are calling an 

“all-hands-on-deck” sort of year, let’s be encouraged 

by our cheerleader God, who trusts us and believes 

in us, even when there will be words of judgement, 

“Be the church!” As those who seek to love and care 

for one another, welcoming new folks, and 

appreciating all who declare themselves a part of the 

family of Port Perry and Prince Albert United 

Churches, let’s be the church! May our fall be 

blessed with moments of insight, grace, connection, 

and joy. 
In Christ, 

Elaine & Don 

 

Join Us 
for Sunday Morning Worship! 

 

Worship services are held at Port Perry United Church every Sunday morning 

at 9:50 a.m., with Sunday school for ages 3 to 18 and nursery for babies and 

toddlers. 
 

Worship services are held at Prince Albert United Church every Sunday 

morning at 11:30 a.m. (excluding July and August). A multi-age Sunday School 

is offered. 
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Thanksgiving Food Drive 
As Thanksgiving approaches, we are all 

called to share of our abundance. We 

will be collecting non-perishable 

food items from people in the pews 

on Thanksgiving Sunday, October 9th. Diapers and 

monetary donations are also welcome. Baskets will 

remain at the back of our churches for a few Sundays 

following Thanksgiving. 
 

Sunday Morning Transportation 
Volunteer drivers are available every Sunday morning, to provide transportation to those who need a ride to 

church or who have challenges with parking or walkers. Drivers are needed as well, either on a regular basis, 

once every five weeks, or on an occasional basis. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

Covid and Livestreaming 
We know that the pandemic is not over, but we are 

determinedly optimistic that our church buildings 

will remain open and that our church activities will 

resume this fall. Both church spaces are very mask-

friendly; for the time being, we are refraining from 

shaking hands; and offering plates are not being 

passed. Folks who are feeling unwell are asked to 

worship from home. 
 

Your charge-wide Worship Committee and charge-

wide Council will be discussing the continuation of 

livestreaming of worship services as we move into 

the fall. Some folks are anxious that worshippers 

who otherwise feel comfortable attending gatherings 

are choosing to stay home on a Sunday morning 

because livestreaming is a convenient option. There 

is a concern that, over time, this will weaken our 

congregations. On the other hand, livestreaming of 

worship has enabled folks to worship who have not 

been able to attend worship on a regular basis for 

many years. And livestreaming has been a Godsend 

for those who are immune-comprised or who find 

themselves not able to “get up and go” on a Sunday 

morning. Livestreaming has also given new folks a 

chance to “check us out” before attending in-person 

out on a Sunday morning. Fingers crossed and 

prayers uplifted as we move into the fall! If you have 

thoughts about the continuation of livestreaming, 

please put them in an email message or a note and 

submit them to the church office, so that they might 

be shared with the Worship Committee and the 

Council. 
 

Greetings from the Hospitality Committee 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to express a 

big “Thank You” to all of the volunteers who help 

out with greeting, ushering and coffee hour. It is said 

that “many hands make light work” and your 

assistance shows this. Now, as we head into the fall 

season and hopefully a more normal return to Sunday 

worship services, we are finding ourselves in need of 

even more volunteers to help welcome people each 

Sunday and, especially, to host Coffee Hour after 

church. Greeters and ushers assist parishioners 

coming into Church, answer any questions and hand 

out bulletins. Coffee Hour hosts come in before 

church and set out the mugs, get the coffee and tea 

started and get the juice poured for the younger 

crowd. Near the end of the service the hosts go back 

down to the kitchen and prepare to serve the coffee 

and tea at the windows when everyone comes down. 

The hosts are responsible for cleaning up after and 

running the mugs through the dishwasher and there 

are detailed instructions to follow for everything. At 

this point in time, we are still exploring the 

possibility of serving pre-packaged cookies with the 

coffee. 

 

Anyone who is interested in helping out in these 

capacities is asked to contact the church office 

indicating what tasks you would like to do. Thank 

you for your consideration of this request. 

 

Looking to Learn Something New This Fall? 
Port Perry United Church is seeking volunteers to add to their audio team. This is the person who operates the 

soundboard for those attending in-person worship. For the last year our custodians have been volunteering their 

time to this task. It is now time to build up our soundboard volunteers once again. Please let the church office 

know if you are interested. We anticipate that your commitment would be once a month to start. Training is 

provided and you can sit with your friends or family within the congregation to operate the sound. 

  



General Council and a New Moderator! 
 

Many might have had a quiet summer, but this past 

July The United Church of Canada as a nation-wide 

denomination was busy. From July 21st to July 25th, 

and for many months and weeks leading up to this 

time, the 44th General Council met to discuss 

various proposals and possible actions. The 260 

commissioners comprise roughly half lay people and 

half clergy. Meetings actually began in February and 

carried on through the winter and spring before 

commissioners met for the five-day decision-making 

session. Due to the pandemic the General Council 

meeting had been delayed a year, and in order to 

make sure such a delay did not happen again, the 

decision was made to hold the entire meeting 

virtually. This format brought with it some 

challenges, with participants missing the face-to-face 

interaction of table groups and the deeper listening 

that happens in an in-person setting. Very Rev. 

Richard Bott, who chaired the meeting as Moderator, 

told the gathering on the first day of their meeting 

that he had that very day tested positive for covid! He 

managed to chair the meeting away from the 

planning team, with former Moderator Very Rev. 

Jordan Cantwell logging in from her home in 

Saskatoon to lend a hand when needed. 
 

Decisions by the highest court of our United Church 

included delaying action on Israel-Palestine issues 

and not moving forward on extending ordained status 

to people serving as Designated Lay Ministers. There 

was action in other areas, however. The National 

Indigenous Council of The United Church of Canada 

brought forward a proposal that structural barriers be 

removed so that an autonomous indigenous church 

might be developed and sustained. This proposal was 

approved by the General Council, with the co-chair 

of the National Indigenous Council remarking that 

this new day of self-determination was “exciting and 

life-giving”. Because this is a structural change to the 

church, this action will require a remit (a church-

wide vote); so this will come in our direction some 

time in the next year. Also, the General Secretary of 

our denomination, Rev. Michael Blair, was directed 

to begin dialogue with other mainline Protestant 

churches in Canada about the possibility of 

church union. Nothing is happening over night, and 

it is anticipated that, if anything were to come of the 

dialogue, this would be a decade-long process. But 

as the lead author of the proposal was quoted as 

saying, “Necessity is going to be the mother of 

invention.” 
 

The General Council was very excited to install Rev. 

Carmen Lansdowne as our new Moderator. She is 

the first indigenous woman to lead any Christian 

denomination in Canada. At 47, she has a life-long 

connection with The United Church of Canada, has 

served on the World Council of Churches and as 

executive director of the First United Church 

Community Ministry Society in Vancouver’s 

downtown eastside. She has done incredible work in 

transforming their ministry and work as they reach 

out to their clients in Canada’s poorest postal code. 

Former Moderator Very Rev. Stan McKay says, “she 

is the right person to be the denomination’s next 

spiritual leader. She has the capacity to see new 

possibilities for the church…” A former General 

Secretary of the church says that she is one of “the 

most evocative leaders that the church has ever had” 

and that she is “filled with a great sense of joy, a 

lightness that inspires other people. She is a God-

given gift to us with everything happening in our 

world today.” 

 
 

Help Your Church Office Keep Up to Date and Everyone Connected! 

If you have decided to get rid of your landline, the church office would very much appreciate you sharing your 

cell number. Also, if you have moved or changed your email, please let us know!! Simply call the church office 

(905-985-2801) or email Gwen at office@portperryunited.com Thanks so much!!! 
 

Bulletin Sponsorship 
Sunday bulletin sponsorship provides an opportunity 

for members of our congregations to honour a family 

member or friend, as well as offsetting the cost of the 

bulletin cover, by sponsoring a Sunday bulletin in 

their name. The cost is $25; wording options are: this 

week’s bulletin is sponsored by Joe and Mary Smith, 

in honour of, in memory of, in celebration of, in 

thankfulness for… To inquire about weeks still open 

for sponsorship, please call the church office, at 905-

985-2801. 
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Vacation Bible School ~ 
Another Great Week! 

What fun we had all week! “Workshop of Wonders” was a big hit this past July, with 33 children from pre-school 

to grade 5 attending our 2022 Vacation Bible School. Participants listened to Bible stories, sang songs, played 

games, enjoyed crafts, did science, and munched on some very cool snacks. 
 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who helped to make our 2022 Vacation Bible School such a positive 

experience for both children and volunteers. Over 30 volunteers of all ages contributed in a variety of ways. VBS 

is another way that our churches reach out into our community. Please consider helping with next summer’s VBS. 

It’s both rewarding and fun! 

Port Perry Christian Education 
 

Port Perry Sunday School is excited about the fall! 

Blessing of the backpacks will happen during the 

service on Sunday, September 11th. In-person 

classes will begin that day, with 4 classes meeting 

(ages 3 to 5, grades 1-3, grades 4-6 and grades 7 and 

up). Be sure to stop by the Sunday School 

registration table on the 11th, 18th or 25th. 
 

Our Stewardship focus for the fall will be Operation 

Scugog. Our plan is take the Sunday School children 

shopping so they can learn about our local foodbank 

and its needs firsthand. We are also planning to 

welcome special guests to our Sunday morning 

programming throughout the fall, as they share their 

talents with our children and youth. 

Mark on your calendars the church family games 

night set for Saturday, October 29th, at 5:30 p.m. 

The evening begins with a pot-luck supper, then 

board games and card games. This is an event for all 

ages, and for singles, couples, and families. 
 

Please take note of our annual Advent Event, on 

Sunday, November 27th, after morning worship. 

This is an event for all ages and stages, with lunch, 

crafts, and card making for our shut-ins – all with a 

mind to helping to prepare us for the coming Advent 

and Christmas seasons. 
 

We are looking forward to another great year as we 

seek to be disciples of Jesus. 

 

Sacrament of Infant Baptism 
 

The sacrament of infant baptism will be celebrated on Sunday, October 23rd. Please contact 

Elaine or Don or the church office, by Sunday, October 9th, if you have an infant or child 

whom you wish to have baptized. A baptism preparation session will be held on Wednesday, 

October 19th, at 7:00 p.m., in the resource room at Port Perry United Church. 
 

 

Adult Baptism, Confirmation & Transfer of Membership 
 

“I keep meaning to do that!” “I attend church pretty 

regularly, but just haven’t gotten around to becoming 

a member.” “This is a transition time in my life, I feel 

a need to renew my faith and my vows to follow 

Jesus.” 
 

There are different paths to becoming a member of 

the church, depending on your past faith journey. For 

folks who were not baptized as children, adult 

baptism is an important step as a Christian, as you 

make a public commitment to seek to follow Jesus 

and to live out God’s call in your life. Adult 

confirmation is for adults who were baptized as 

children, but, for whatever reason, were not 

confirmed (i.e. did not publicly declare their faith for 

themselves at some point in their faith journey) At 

any time, Christians who have already been baptized 

and confirmed can choose to renew their 

baptismal/confirmation vows. You might find this 

ritual of renewal helpful in times of transition. 

Finally, those who have already been baptized and 

confirmed, but seek to transfer their membership to 

either Port Perry United Church or Prince Albert 

United Church from another church, can easily do so 

through coming up to the front of the church to be 

acknowledged and welcomed by your church family. 
 

Feeling a nudge? Please give the church office a call. 

Prior to your confirmation or baptism we will meet 

at a convenient time for you to talk about things that 

matter in life. We will explore spiritual practices, 

take a look at our Bibles–no previous experience 

necessary!–and explore what it means to be a 

Christian today in an increasingly secular world. 
 

The date set for adult baptism, adult confirmation 

and transfer of membership is Sunday, November 

20th  



Port Perry Visioning 
The Port Perry United Church Visioning Reference 

Group is happy to report that we are now moving into 

the next phase of our visioning process. The first 

phase was to check in on where we are at as a 

congregation as we emerge from the pandemic. A 

congregational meeting this past June highlighted 

three areas that folks felt were particularly important 

to focus on as we move into the next few years as a 

congregation. Those were: embracing all ages and 

stages; encouraging one another to share and 

develop our talents; and being truly welcoming. 
 

Over the summer, the congregation was invited to 

move into a time of discernment. Folks were 

encouraged and challenged to record their thoughts 

and ideas on those areas of focus. Also, six weeks of 

broader discernment exercises were shared. These 

exercises are now posted on the church website 

through our visioning portal. 

What are our next steps? Discernment will continue 

through the month of September and then on 

Sunday, September 25th, following a yummy soup 

lunch benefitting our community outreach efforts, 

we will gather as a congregation again. At this 

meeting, ideas and possible actions around the above 

focus areas will be shared and recorded. This will 

then be pulled together and presented at a final 

meeting later in the fall where “put into action” steps, 

and working groups will be established. Your 

participation and input is critical to the success of this 

visioning process. The Visioning Reference Group is 

just that, a reference group. Their job is to set and 

monitor the process, to encourage deep listening, and 

to pull together participants’ thoughts, ideas, and 

energies. The overall question continues to be: What 

is God inviting us to be about as a congregation? 

May we all Refresh Rejuvenate Rejoice  

as we continue to seek to answer this overall question. 
 

Port Perry United Church Fall Rummage Sale 
Friday, October 21st & Saturday, October 22nd 

 

Please mark your calendars on October 20th, 21st & 22nd for our Fall Rummage Sale. We 

are back in full swing! Volunteers are needed for each day. Shift & donation schedules will 

be available soon. This is our 46th year of Reducing, Reusing and Recycling. The proceeds go 

towards our church programs & community support. 
 

 

Charge-wide Outreach and Souper Sundays 
The Charge-wide Outreach Committee has decided 

to put the house tour on hold for another year. In its 

place, the Committee is taking on other initiatives to 

fill the House Tour’s very large shoes! A successful 

golf tournament was held in June. Almost 50 golfers 

participated in a fun morning of golf, followed by a 

yummy lunch. Almost $1700 was raised for our 

Community Outreach Fund. To continue to add to 

our Community Outreach fund, five Souper Sundays 

will be held this coming year. These will be free-will 

donation lunches that will include soup (kraft dinner 

for the kids!) and a make your own sundae. The dates 

for the first three lunches are: Sunday, September 

25th, Sunday, October 30th, and Sunday, 

November 27th. All will take place immediately 

following morning worship at Port Perry United 

Church. All efforts will continue to support 4 local 

charities here in North Durham – Big Brothers Big 

Sisters North Durham, Community Care Durham, 

Joanne’s House, and North House. 
 

We would welcome your support for our Souper 

Sunday project. If you would like to make soup 

and/or would like to help in the kitchen, please let the 

church office know. If you like to make soup, but are 

not able to deliver it to the church, arrangements can 

be made for a pick-up. 

Youth 
 

Port Perry/Prince Albert Pastoral Charge has two 

youth groups, grades 6 to 8 and high school. Our first 

“Welcome Back” meeting is happening as a 

combined gathering on Friday, September 16th from 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Port Perry United Church. 

Mark your calendars for our MasterChef nights. 

Friday, October 14th for the grades 6-8 and Friday, 

October 21st for our high school group. Need more 

details? Please call the church office. 



Port Perry United Church 
Fall Auction 

Saturday, November 5th 

The Stewardship Committee plans to 

hold an in-person auction this fall on 

Saturday, November 5th. Watch for 

your special mailing and start thinking 

of items you might like to donate. Baking, home-

made dinners, event tickets, home services, gift 

baskets, car detailing are all great sellers. This is a 

key fundraiser for the General Fund of our church, so 

please give some thought on how you might 

participate this year! Thanks so much for all your 

support! 

 

Greetings from the Port Perry United Church Women 
Looking to connect? To make new friends? You are invited to attend any one of our meetings. There are four 

units of the Port Perry UCW that meet monthly and welcome new members. There are afternoon and evening 

meetings and there is a unit for high school women that meets after church one Sunday a month. Please contact 

Lynda Brownson, 705-344-6958 for more information if you are interested in becoming a member of this 

amazing, fun, faith-filled group of women. 
 

Just one example of UCW fun is the annual Quin-Mo-Lac Weekend. Several of our members are looking forward 

to this gathering happening September 9th to 11th. The theme is “The Ripple Effect” This year’s gathering is 

being hosted by our own Lakeridge Presbyterial women and will include drumming, card making, Bible study 

and much more. The theme speaker on Saturday is Carol O’Neill and she will be speaking on Restorative Justice. 

Sunday’s worship service will celebrate 60 years of being UCW! 
 

We are looking forward to our UCW Thankoffering Service which will take place Sunday, October 16th. Our 

guest speaker will be Jennifer Henry. 
 

An Invitation from the Men’s Fellowship Group 
If you’d like to make some new friends join us for coffee every Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Port Perry 

United Church lounge. The coffee’s hot and the tales are tall – we’d love to hear your stories, too! 

Fall Calendar 

September 

11th Welcome Back Sunday and Blessing of the Backpacks 

25th Souper Sunday at Port Perry United Church (soup and sundaes, free-will donation for 

Outreach) 

25th Prince Albert United Church’s 156th Anniversary, 2:00 p.m., guest speaker from North House 

October 

 2nd World Communion Sunday 

  9th Thanksgiving Sunday 

16th Port Perry UCW Thank Offering Service 

21st Port Perry UCW fall rummage sale, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

22nd Port Perry UCW fall rummage sale, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

23rd Sacrament of Infant Baptism 

30th All-Saints Celebration 

November 

 5th fall auction at Port Perry United Church 

  6th Remembrance Sunday 

13th Stewardship Sunday and Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 

20th Transfer of Membership and Adult Baptism/Confirmation 

27th First Sunday of Advent; communion; Advent Event at Port Perry United Church 
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